A NOTE ON THE INTERFERENCE OF TWO COLLINEAR CRACKS IN
and a complete list of references were given in a recent paper [1] . Without any exception, in all studies which appeared in the literature it was assumed that the shell contains a single meridional crack. On the other hand, from the analysis of plane problems it is known that there is a strong interference between the stress fields around two cracks when the distance between the cracks decreases (see, e.g., [2] ). Since the shell problem has somewhat peculiar aspects of its own, one may have to be cautious in attempting to predict the interference of crack stress fields in shells from that of flat plates. Therefore, it is worthwhile to look into a simple interference problem in shells and to compare the results with that of flat plates.
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THE STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM AND THE RESULTS
Consider the problem of a pressurized "shallow" cylindrical shell containing two collinear axial through cracks of equal lengths (see the insert in Figure 1 ). Let 2a be length and 2c
be the center-to-center distance of the cracks. The external load is assumed to be the internal pressure p . Thus, the problem has a symmetry with respect to x and y axes in the tangent plane and, after reducing it to a perturbation problem through a proper superposition, it can be solved by expressing the un- 
